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The successful introduction of a robust Rule of Law underpinned by the promotion and protection of 
human rights for all has become the major challenge facing ‘Arab Spring’ states as well as those 
recovering from the turmoil of civil war. In November 2013, many citizens in the Libyan capital of 
Tripoli lost their lives exercising their claimed right to demand the removal of armed militia from the 
city. In neighbouring  Egypt, millions claimed similar rights in ejecting an elected government but now 
face laws denying those same rights. Off the Somalia coast, fishermen denied traditional rights turned 
to piracy and hostage-taking, denying even further the rights of mariners whose rights in self-defence 
have yet to be universally determined and agreed. What progress is being made to address these 
issues and by whom?  
 
David Hammond, a barrister, serves as UK Counsel to the Libyan National Council for Civil Liberties 
and Human Rights and has visited Libya to advise on underpinning its government’s proposed Rule of 
Law with the provision of Human Rights legislation. In 2012, he was Head Lawyer for the European 
Union’s "NESTOR" Counter-piracy programme in East Africa and subsequently established the EU 
NESTOR Legal Advisory Programme covering Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, Seychelles and Tanzania. He 
and colleagues have now developed new norms for the Rules for the Use of Force and Human Rights 
at Sea in relation to the maritime industry and piracy. 
 
A Question and Answer session will follow the lecture after which there will be a reception to which 
all are welcome.  
 

Brunei Lecture Theatre, School of Oriental and African Studies 
10 Thornhaugh Street, London WC1H 0XG 

to be followed by a reception 
The event is open to all. Please register at Future Events at 

www.unawestminster.org.uk 
or by mail to: UNA Law, 61 Sedlescombe Road, London SW6 1RE 

 
 


